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The logoV  that God speaks is alive and full of power: active, operative, energizing, and effective. Heb 4:12
For: June24: Apostle’s Creed:
3rd Article: 
The Church and Communion of Saints
Readings        Memorization in Bold    
What is the holy Christian church?  Why do you say, “I believe”?  “the” church?  “holy”?  “Christian”?  Where is this holy Christian church to be found?  In what other senses is the word church used?  Why does Scripture call local congregations “church”?  What is the visible church?  Are there then two churches, one visible and the other invisible?  What do the Scriptures teach about our life in the church? 
•Chain your own verses for each section.  Use bible.cc  
•Holy Church
•Christians
•Gospel Preached
•True Belief
P raise
R epentance
A ppreciation
Y ou
E veryone
R esolve

•Pure Teaching
SS
The Holy Christian Church / I Believe    The holy Christian church is the communion of saints, the total number of those who believe in Christ. All believers in Christ, but only believers, are members of the church (invisible church).   Eph 2:19-22; Jn 10:16; Rm 8:9 
A. Faith, which makes people members of the church, is invisible, the church is invisible to human eyes.   Lu 17:20-21; 2 Tim 2:19  
B. The Scriptures assure us that the Holy Spirit continues to gather and preserve the church.  Mt 16:18; Acts 2:41, 47; 1 Kings 19:8-18

Mon  
   .    
“the” “Holy” “Christian” Terms   There is only one church, one spiritual body of believers (saints), whose one and only head is Christ.  Rm 12:4-5; Eph 4:3-6; Col 1:18  
It is made up of holy people (saints), believers who have been cleansed by the blood of Christ and who serve God with holy living.  Eph 5:25-27; 1 Pt 2:5 
It belongs to Christ and is built on Him alone. 1 Cor 3:11; Eph 2:20   
Hymn: LSB#650     lutheran-hymnal.org/lbw/lbw523.mid
GfeDG|AgaBG|CbaBag|fgafG-|
1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling 
In the holiest realms of light;
Holy Spirit, ever brooding 
O'er a world of gloom and night;
Holy Spirit, ever raising 
Those of earth to thrones on high;
Living, life-imparting Spirit, 
You we praise and magnify.

2 Holy Spirit, ever living 
As the Church's very life;
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
Through us in a ceaseless strife;
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
In the Church the mind of Christ;
You we praise with endless worship 
For your fruits and gifts unpriced.

3 Holy Spirit, ever working 
Through the Church's ministry;
Quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving, 
Setting captive sinners free;
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
Age to age and soul to soul
In communion never ending, 
You we worship and extol. 




Tue
Where?  “Church” Term Usage / Local Church   The holy Christian church is to be found where "the Gospel is preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are administered according to the Gospel". The Gospel and the sacraments are called the "marks of the church."  Is 55:10-11   
The word church is also used to indicate  the visible church of God, denomination, local congregation, a house of worship.  Local, visible gatherings around the means of grace are called churches because there believers are gathered around Word and sacrament.  Mt 18:17; Mt 28:19-20; 1 Cor 1:2   See cat for more.

Wed
Visible / Invisible / Life in the Church   The visible church is the whole number of those who use the Word of God and profess the Christian faith, but among whom, beside the true Christians, there are also unbelievers.   There is only one church--all believers in Christ. The visible gathering is called church because of the believers gathered around the means of grace in an assembly in which there are also hypocrites.  See Cat for narratives.  The scriptures teach that A. we should seek always to be and remain members of the invisible church, Christ's body, by sincere faith in Christ, our Savior;  Jn 15:5; 2 Cor 13:5   B. we should be faithful to that visible church,  which professes and teaches all of the Bible's doctrine purely and administers the sacraments according to Christ's institution; Jn 8:31-32; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor 1:10 

Thurs
Life in the Church    C. we should avoid false teachers, false churches, and all organizations that promote a religion that is contrary to God's Word;  Mt 7:15-16; Rm 16:17-18; 2 Cor 6:14; Gal 1:8; 2 Tim 4:3; 1 Jn 4:1 
D. we should maintain and extend God's church by telling others about Jesus Christ, by personal service, and by prayer and financial support.  Jn 20:21; Acts 1:8; Acts 8:1, 4; 1 Pt 2:9; 1 Pt 3:15; Lu 10:2; Gal 6:6.   See Cat for narratives.


