Pericope: Galatians 2:15-3:18
Word Study (5 words) use studylight.org: “Lexicon”
3 Questions or Initial Thoughts

1.  What is the purpose of the law in the Old Testament?
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2.  What is the interaction between the covenants of Moses and that of Abraham?  What role do believers have in the OT, and the NT periods?  Are they the same?



3.   If we are not under the law, how do we know which laws are no longer binding on our proper fulfillment of God’s expectations for believers?  How does one distinguish between ceremonial, civil, and moral laws?

1. Justified: dikaio/w: to declare, pronounce, one to be just, righteous, or such as he ought to be



2. transgressor: paraba/thv breaker of the law.
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3. Flesh/Faith: sa/rc body associated with uncleanliness


4. bewitch: baskaiðnw to slander with mal intent
 



5.  promise/inheritance: eÍpaggeliða announcement
3 Translation Comparisons(highlight variations in grammar)
bible.cc “translation comparison”
Theological Analysis (teachings, problems addressed, connections to rest of scripture) wlsessays.net
1.KJV: Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified .

2. ESV: yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.file_4.png


file_5.wmf




3. NLT: And yet we Jewish Christians know that we become right with God, not by doing what the law commands, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be accepted by God because of our faith in Christ -- and not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be saved by obeying the law."
1.  Christ is the fulfillment, not the abolishment of the law.  Its proper representation is within the confines of faith; serving faith at every turn to articulate the right nature of action of those within the church.  Certain aspects of the law were permitted historically, but are finished in Christ.



2.  The law appeals to reason and pride.  It allows for identity and othering.  It is an inside club that no one is allowed to perform.  These actions are removed in Christ, as all nations are welcome to participate in the perseverance of the saints.
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3. this seemingly personal part of the
letter was really to serve no other purpose than to establish his message, both its refutation of error and its
presentation of the truth, as not his, but Christ’s, and thus God’s

Historical Analysis
Christocentric Analysis (Symbols, prophecies, archetypes, and events connected to Jesus)
	Pharisee v. Sadducee:  Another conflict was cultural, between those who favored Hellenization and those who resisted it. A third was juridico-religious, between those who emphasized the importance of the Second Temple with its cultic rites and services, and those who emphasized the importance of otherMosaic laws and prophetic values. A fourth point of conflict, specifically religious, involved different interpretations of the Torahand how to apply it to current Jewish life, with the Sadducees recognizing only the Written Torah and rejecting doctrines such as the Oral Torah and the Resurrection of the Dead.file_8.png
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	The Jews did not make a distinction as we do between the moral, the ceremonial, the civil, precepts of the law, but thought that all should be honored and kept with the same conscientious and pious regard.”

3 The Covenant is ratified when God passes between the three kinds of animals that Abram sacrificed and laid before El Shaddai.


	Inheritance is typified by prodigal son language.  Jesus connects his true children by repentance and faith in the Father’s love, not be pompous trust in personal piety.


	Law’s Curse: Christ hung a tree for us, becoming a curse in our stead even while fulfilling and completing the requirements of the law.file_10.png
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	 Abraham and the “seed”: Paul stresses the importance of jews on the language of covenant to argue that Christ is the fulfillment of the seed of Abraham, and thus the promised heir of the special people.



Structural Analysis (immediate context)
3 Commentary points
Everyday life application: Covenant wording is specific and important.  Abraham’s seed is singular, is Christ.
Scripture: Abrahamic covenant. Recognize the Gentile’s place in the AC
Insult: Paul has told the Galatians, that is sufficient.  Spirit and flesh are opposed.
Analogy: I don’t rebuild what I destroy, so also my life is no longer mine, but Christ.   Christ does not die again.
Argument: Works of the law does not save.  Faith alone in Christ makes an heir to heaven.
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bewitched. A Gk term used only here in NT. It means to exert an evil influence on someone through the eye, such as casting a spell. publicly portrayed as crucified. Paul preached Christ’s death so vividly that his audiences could almost see Jesus die with their own eyes  Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (2006). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.
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With the incident with Peter as the backdrop, Paul presents the Epistle’s core theological argument: justification is by faith in Christ and not by works of the Law. Those who appeal to the Law in addition to Christ as a means of salvation make His death meaningless—worse still, null and void. God’s Son loves us and gave Himself for us to free us from the Law’s condemnation. • O God, our earthly life in Christ now has a high purpose, to live for You (2:19). Grant me full confidence in Christ Jesus, who alone can save me. Amen. Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (2006). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.
Trinitarian Analysis (describe the interaction of Father, Son, and Spirit)
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Father: I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”[

Son:  You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.


Holy Spirit: So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.

Prayer (Use your data to write back to God!  Tell Him your concerns throughout the week)
Great Protector of Your Children, keep us in the faith that has been proclaimed to us.  Fill us with Your Spirit as we hear Your Word.  We follow in the faith of Abraham of old, the man of faith.  He believed and it was credited to Him as righteousness.  Your Son died for us, so that in Him we would obtain the blessing of Abraham.  Your promises to Your Son have been secured by His blood.  Your Word is sure and eternal.  The great Seed of the woman has come and has accomplished our redemption.  Righteousness is by faith in Him.  Keep us captive to this gospel, that we might have the true liberty of Your children.  We remember our baptism this day, for we are one in Christ, and have been cleansed and forgiven as heirs according to Your promise.file_18.png
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