Pericope:  Galatians 6
Word Study (5 words) use studylight.org: “Lexicon”
3 Questions or Initial Thoughts

1. How do we “bear one another’s burdens” in a time of unequaled individualism, entitlement, and/or consumerism?
Is this sentiment contradicted by v. 5 “for each should carry their own load”?
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2. What does Paul mean when he speaks of “the Israel of God”?  How are Jews and Gentiles made “new creation” when both come from very different backgrounds?  How does this synthesize with the popular Zionistic notion that modern Israel is “God’s chosen people”.

3.  Gal. 4:16 asks “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” How do we teach, uphold, and defend the truth of Reformation solas over and against heresy from outside without appearing pharisaical or divisive?
1. katartizete (katartizete): Make whole, restore, fixing a net.
“Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness” 6:1
“John is mending their nets; and He called them.” Mt. 4:21

2. dokima/zw (dokimazo): to scrutinize and deem worthy.
“But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.” 6:4
“But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 1 Co. 11:28
“But be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is  good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Rm. 12:2
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3. kathxeÑw (Katecheo): to sound towards, inform by word of mouth. Kata=down Echeos=Verbal repetition
“Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teach in all good things.” 6:6
“They've heard that you teach them not to circumcise their children or follow other Jewish customs.” Acts 21:21

4. ktisiv (Ktisis): direct from bara in HB. Building foundation with purpose and from a will.  Design.
“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Ga. 6:15
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Co. 5:17
3 Translation Comparisons(highlight variations in grammar)
bible.cc “translation comparison”
Theological Analysis (teachings, problems addressed, connections to rest of scripture) wlsessays.net
1. NIV: Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else

2. NLT: Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done, and you won't need to compare yourself to anyone else.
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3.NASB: But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.

4. KJB: But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.
1. Paul speaks of two categories of responsibility.  I am responsible to how I work in my faith (already perfected by the declarative righteousness of Christ) to fulfill the commandment of love.  Am I helping or hindering my adelphos with my actions? At the same time, my responsibility is an our responsibility.  We “bear one another’s burdens”: correcting and rebuking each other, sharing in table fellowship, and not forcing one another into menial rituals that confuse salvation with worship.

2.  We bear the marks of proper doctrine as our salvo during times of persecution.  We do not hide our identity as Christians, but use it as an opportunity to evangelize. file_6.jpg
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3. Pride and exclusion on the basis of merit, perceived social divisions and hierarchies should be removed from Christian communion.  Persecution unites the Christian under true doctrine, not away from it.  We organize society (especially church culture) around the idea that we have a shared commitment to bearing each other up and doing good to all. 
3 Historical-Cultural Points (cite source)
Christocentric Analysis (Symbols, prophecies, archetypes, and events connected to Jesus)
1. Paul’s emphasis upon the household code represents the
first attempt of accommodation of Christian economic principles to the prevailing
structures of Greco-roman antiquity (De Silva 1995). This is quite evident in the case
of the Pauline banquet tradition carried on in the form of the Agape, the fellowship
meal, a main ritual meal at the microeconomic level that represented a transition from
the social code of the Greco-roman banquet to the social code of shared economic
practices co-existing with the Eucharist, the initial sacrificial meal (Smith 2002). Paul
addresses the value-system of a community whose banquet-practices entail sharp
divisions between poor and wealthy: in response to this problem, he offers the
paradigm of common gathering to eat, in urging the wealthy members to demonstrate
the self-giving act of Christian hospitality. In this context, even Paul’s personality
cannot be evaluated properly unless he is understood as the broker between the
household of believers and their heavenly patrons (Malina and Neyrey 1996).

2. People were issued tokens, called tesserae (the equivalent of food stamps) and they went with containers to huge government warehouses where they received their portions including baked bread from government bakeries.
1. Christ has shared perfectly our burden (“cast your burdens on me, my yolk is light”).  He is the persecuted one who bore the true and unique mark of the Christian for us.
2.  The empty tomb represents the 8th day of creation.  We are made “new creation” in the unique resurrection capacity of Christ’s human and divine fleshly/hypostatic union.
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3.  I bear the marks of Jesus, because he bore the marks of sin for me.  He was the one “caught in sin”, not by his own doing but because of mine.  I am morally culpable for the death of Christ.  However, we share a corporate responsibility for the death of Christ in our curse of sin.

Structural Analysis (immediate context)
3 Commentary points
WE ARE TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS (1-2)
   A. THE DUTY OF THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL...
      1. Who are producing the fruit of the Spirit
         a. That fruit delineated in the previous chapter - Ga 5:22-23
         b. Which fruit (e.g., love, longsuffering, kindness) prepares
            one to be of service
      2. Fulfilling the law of Christ
         a. Perhaps alluding to that 'new commandment' to love one
            another - cf. Jn 13:34
      3. Bearing with the infirmities of the weak
         a. The duty of those who are strong - Ro 15:1-2
         b. Following the example of Jesus - Ro 15:3; cf. 1Th 5:14
      -- The spiritually strong are to bear with the burdens of the weak
   B. TO RESTORE THOSE OVERTAKEN...
     b. Not gone into sin as a result of sinful premeditation, but
       surprised by it - B.W. Johnson
      2. Restoring them in a spirit of gentleness
         a. In the exercise of that grace which is a gift and fruit of
            the Spirit of God - Gill
         b. As Paul charged Timothy - 2Ti 2:24-26
      3. Considering one's own potential for temptation
         a. Aware that we all stumble in many things - Jm 3:2
         b. Remembering that we too can easily fall - 1Co 10:12
      -- The spiritually strong are to graciously restore their weak
         brethren - cf. Jm 5:19-20
   C. ARE WE WILLING TO BEAR ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS...?
      1. It begins with getting to know one another
         a. Enough to know/care when one is overtaken in a fault
      Are we willing to care enough to share one another's burdens?
      cf. He 10:24-25
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["Bearing Burdens" is not limited to the spiritually strong.  Enjoined
upon all Christians is this duty...]

II. WE ARE TO BEAR OUR OWN BURDENS (3-5)
   A. THE DUTY OF ALL WHO FOLLOW CHRIST...
      1. Otherwise we are nothing, no matter what we think
         a. There is the temptation to think higher of ourselves than we
            ought  - Ro 12:3
         b. Yet we can easily deceive ourselves - e.g., Jm 1:22
      2. Only then can we rejoice in ourselves, and not in another
         a. Some trust in being part of a group, without really
            contributing to the work
         b. But we will be judged as individuals, not as a group - Ro
            14:12; 2Co 5:10
      -- Are we willing to bear our own load, or do we expect others to
         carry us?

   B. TO BEAR ONE'S OWN LOAD...
      1. By first examining ourselves
          2. And then carrying our own load
         a. Doing our part as members; in kindness, with faithfulness
            - Ep 4:16; Ga 5:22-23
         b. Understanding that we are needed just as much as anyone else
            - 1Co 12:15-20
      -- Do we handicap the body of Christ by failing to do our part?


but a new creation. This whole new order of existence inaugurated through Jesus’ atoning death is a radical contrast to a world in which circumcision had religious significance. Those in Christ are already “a new creation”
6:10 Inspired by God’s generosity. Chrys: “The rule of life which Grace gives invited both land and sea to the [table] of charity, only it shows greater care for its own household” (NPNF 1 13:45). “Help them and promote their interest—in every way and wherever you can—purely out of love for God and to please Him. Do this in the confidence that He will abundantly reward you for everything” 
 6:5 Not contradictory to v 2, but complementary. Different Gk terms are used. Those who accept personal accountability for their own actions before God (bearing their own “load,” Gk phortion) are more willing to bear others’ burdens (v 2, “burden,” Gk baros).
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6:4 Chrys: “This he says … in the way of concession.… He that is wont to boast with reference to himself only, and not against others, will soon reform this failing [of self boasting] also” (NPNF 1 13:44). Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (2012). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House.
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Trinitarian Analysis (describe the interaction of Father, Son, and Spirit)
Father:  Creator and New Creator
Son:  New Creation connected to the logos and logical principle surrounding the universe.  8th day creation.  Marks of the Empty Tomb
Holy Spirit:  “whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”
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Prayer (Use your data to write back to God!  Tell Him your concerns throughout the week)
Thank you, Lord, for your strong word, true doctrine, will to do good for the sake of the brethren, and ability to bear our burdens in the world with gentleness and humility.  While I do this imperfectly, and with a great deal of sin, nevertheless, I am seen by the works of the spirit by the Father through Christ.  Help me to recognize the situations of my students consider and support all people, thinking the best of everyone, assuming that all are ripe for the harvest, correct with meekness without pride, attempt to convince and interact with everyone without contention or strife.  Teach me transparency in my relationships.  Give me more patience with my family, organizing my life around the shared burdens of others.


